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Youtube Search - ‘Police Mental Health’
Sunday 21 August 2016

Google Search - ‘Police Mental Health’
Monday 22 August 2016

I thought this was a positive video given the title ‘Meet Police Offers Trained to 
Respond to Mental Illness Calls’ however was absolutely shocked and moved 
at the shooting of the mentally ill man in Dallas whose mother had called and 
forewarned the police of her son’s schizophrenic and bipolar disorders. The lady 
had asked for police trained in dealing with the mentally ill, but the police end up 
shooting the poor man, who had a screwdriver in his possession. I definitely feel 
that the police did not handle the situation well. It’s not like he had a gun – surely 
the police are physically fit enough/have the protection to defend themselves 
from a man with a screwdriver. Crisis intervention training as they call it, NEEDS 
to be implemented more widely. Seriously, the video says new recruits spend 60 
hours learning how to handle a gun and only 8 hours learning about handling the 
mentally ill. That’s the equivalent to one school day. HOW ON EARTH can those 
officers be prepared in any way to deal with the mentally ill. There is a silver lining 
though. The latter part of this video shows a duo that genuinely care and have 
implemented positive strategies for dealing with the mentally ill.

It shows positive moves for the Victorian police to ensure proper mental health 
care and treatment for its officers. Commissioner Graham Ashton explains that 
funds will be fully supported for this effort. This article was quite shocking as 
it shows how mental health has not been managed well in the police force and 
so I can’t imagine they handle the members of the public who are mentally ill 
particularly well.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sggp-mpXL4c

http://www.theage.com.au/victoria/victorian-government-pledges-
support-for-police-mental-health-20160531-gp81co.html 



Having learnt about searching for posts on Twitter, I searched for ‘mental health 
prison’ posts. The results were saddening – a combination of news reports and 
people sharing their opinions. It was quite devastating and I almost couldn’t keep 
scrolling. Some posts had links to videos that I couldn’t bring myself to watch, 
about the living conditions in prisons. There were posts about people in authority 
raping the prisoners and established authorities ‘passing on’ the responsibility of 
caring for mentally ill prisoners because they didn’t want to deal with it themselves. 
Shocking. Absolutely appalling.

https://twitter.com/search?q=mental%20health%20prison&src=typd
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Twitter Search - ‘Mental Health Prison’
Tuesday 23 August 2016
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It’s pretty scary because I was actually staying a hostel next to Russell Square the 
night before this happened in London – to think how close I was! It’s odd because 
I hadn’t noticed the increased police presence in the area that is mentioned in 
the article. Whilst this is a tragic story, given the news articles I read about police 
in America, it is relieving to know that the suspect, who is believed to suffer from 
mental illness and is not a radical terrorist, was stunned rather than shot with a 
bullet. I do wonder however, if this man has a known history of mental illness, why 
he had this outburst. Has he not got access to the appropriate mental health care? 
Why did this happen?

http://edition.cnn.com/2016/08/03/europe/london-knife-attack/
index.html?sr=fbcnni080416london-knifeattack0345AMVODtopVide
o&linkId=27264501

Facebook Search - ‘Police Mental Health’
Wednesday 24 August 2016

Today I wanted to find out what is on Buzzfeed about the matter. This article 
focuses on positive mental health care strategies that will be implemented in 
the UK. I wonder whether this has been heavily pushed into action because of 
the case in Russell Square earlier in the month. It is so great though to see the 
Department of Health to implement strategies that prevent the mentally ill from 
being detained, by providing them with proper safe houses and care facilities.

https://www.buzzfeed.com/patricksmith/government-funds-mental-
health-crisis-cafes?utm_term=.ikbNB7pKB#.ndErwM

BuzzFeed Search - ‘Police Mental Health’
Thursday 25 August 2016



I thought it was going to be a positive video but it actually shows a video of a 
person talking about how they feel the police disrespect the mentally ill and shoot 
them before asking questions. This definitely relates to the shootings of mentally 
ill people throughout America recently. It’s quite positive though, that people are 
speaking up about it to recognise that these issues exist in society and that change 
needs to be enacted.

Your exercise made me more aware of the seriousness of the mishandling of 
situations by police and the need for their proper training. It’s also made me 
gravely concerned for the increasing number of people with mental illnesses 
that seems apparent given the fact that the medical staff currently seem unable 
to handle the number of people that need help. I feel like the world needs 
clarification on laws regarding criminal acts vs. acts by mentally ill. No doubt 
mentally ill people can indeed be very dangerous but there needs to be some 
sort of law protecting the mentally ill but also protecting those if trained properly, 
for making on the spot decisions. Like for example it may sound bad but if a 
mentally ill person is not able to be safely calmed down and they run a rampage 
then the police officers may have to act accordingly. BUT they need longer 
training time than what is currently given in order to make logical and fair choices.

https://au.pinterest.com/pin/402157441708361802/

Pinterest Search - ‘Police Mental Health’
Friday 26 August 2016

Reflection on Overall Experience
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